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The Square
Stills from The Scene
1967 - 1973

Cne of the most exciting developrents lately has been the combination of art and rock. The Zeitgeist m Cambridge is
spearheading this. There always has been an intertwining of the two. One of the places where hardcore started in Boston was
at at att space.

The cbvious things are paintings/art by musicians and pamntingsfart of musicians. In Stills From The Scene we get a more
interestitg show - art by someone with rock sensibilities. What does this mean? Well, all traces of
FashionHolywo o dKitschiHigh ConceptiBroadway'Showhiz tendencies have to be obliterated to begin with. Then one must
hawve that rock and roll heart. (It would take along time to explain that, but T think you know what I mean.)

Jane Hudsn and Steve Nelsu‘n

That brings us to Steve Nelson. Steve has been on the rock scene for a long time. He booked the Boston Tea Party for
a while. Living near Hatvard Square he naturally aitned his camera there. This show has 44 pictures from 1967 to 1973 For
those of us who were there we can testify to how well he has captured those days. The picture entitlted Hawldng The
Phoenix iz notable in this way. Such a common thing at the time but no one would think of it as a picture to take. The minute
you see it though you go," Oh ya, that's howr it was."

The presence of rock and rollers 15 part of the attraction here of course -
Andy Paley and Bill Briggs of the Eetmains are notable, But even when
Melson has a rock and roller in the picture, there 12 more than that to the
image. Hiz Jonathan Richmond picture is notable for how it brings out the
ambiance of the restaurant he's in as well as the insidefoutside combo of the
image. The Peter Wolf and fiiends picture is as notable for the presence of |
the apartment building it evokes as well

. Mancy Meon and Billie Borgioli

Sotne pictures go for the color, but Steve is never too minimal The
picture of a deep red wall that rust have attracted hirn also has the shadow grid of an aluminum fence to give it design.
Erightly colored house saves with a deep blue-sky shout color too but the architecture of the houses grab attention also.

People, famous and not, are at the center of these tnages. Their surroundings have been
documented at the same time. Steve has captured a time and place, a real arfistic accomplishment.
The fact that it was a rock hangoutiliving place adds to its cachet for us.

There iz a lot in these pictures. Part of the fin at the opening was when we statted to point out
o Y things we saw in the pictures to each other.
| The New England School of Design, 73 Atlington Streetis a very relasing place for a show and
15 easy to get to (Green Line, Arngton Street stop). The show will be there untl July 18
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